Winchester on the Severn Association, Inc.

Regulations governing use of the boat facilities

A.  ELIGIBILITY


1. The use of the association properties for boating is restricted to Association Members residing in Winchester.

2. Applications for slips must be made in writing to the chairman of the Boating Facilities Committee.


3. Each slip renter must have a valid DNR decal by June 1.


4. The Boating Facilities Committee will assign slips and racks at association facilities.

5. Slips are limited to one per household as long as there is a waiting list.

6. A slip is non-transferable to a renter or purchaser of a member’s property.

B.  ASSIGNMENT

1. The President and Boat Facilities Chairman shall keep an up-to-date list of paid slip renters and their slip allocation, which will be published and distributed to all Association members in April of each year. An annual review of resources will be conducted.


2. The Boating Facilities Chairman will maintain a list of Association members who have applied for slips. The list will be arranged in priority order and will be published and available to all Association members.


3. Applications for a boating slip must be dated and in writing (or e-mail) to the Boating Facilities Chair.


4. Assignment of slips will allow for and give assignment priority to, the beam and draft of the vessel and will be considered in order of date of application.

5. The positioning of moorings that will require access via Association properties shall be coordinated with the Boat Facilities Chairman.

6. A slip renter may request that the committee temporarily reassign his slip to accommodate a vessel registered or titled under the name of another Association member. This period shall not exceed 1 year. The assigned slip renter shall forward the request, in writing, to the Chairman of the Boating Committee. The Chairman shall then poll those members on the boat slip wait list. Anyone ahead of the selected member on the wait list shall have priority to use the slip temporarily.

7. Existing slip renters shall have precedence in the case of reassignment of slips.


8. Small boat rack spaces will be numbered and applicants will be assigned specific spaces.

C.  FACILITY UTILIZATION

1. A vessel solely owned and registered or titled under the name of the slip renter (s) by June 15 of the year shall occupy a slip.

2. Tying at the end of the piers shall be limited to loading and unloading and occasional over night docking for maintenance or provisioning.

3. Boats will be moored in assigned slips only.  They must be moored fore and aft to prevent swinging into adjacent boats, using proper mooring lines and spring lines.   Any damage resulting from slip infringement is the responsibility of the boat owner causing the damage

4. To eliminate navigational hazards at the head of Chase Creek off the bulkhead, midstream mooring of the boats will be allowed only beyond where the creek broadens.

5. Boats moored in assigned wet slips or dry stored on community property are required to be maintained in operational condition and used at least four times a year.  The Boat Facility Committee shall have the right to cancel the member’s boat storage privileges not meeting this requirement.

6. Boats are not to be dry stored lying on the ground (“beached boats”) at the main beach.  They must be stored either on serviceable trailers or placed securely on the boat rack.  Members wishing to have “beached boats” may store them at the Severn Drive beach with the permission from the Boat Facility Committee dependent upon space available.

7. Trailers stored on community property shall be maintained in road-worthy condition.  Permission to store a trailer must be obtained in advance from the Boat Facility Committee.  Trailers must be stored in assigned areas only.  The Boat Facility Committee shall have the right to deny storage of a trailer if the Committee deems the trailer is being stored long term and not being used.

8. During winter months the Boat Facility Committee reserves the right to assign all vacated slips and pier ends to community members wishing winter storage for their boats.  Winter storage is generally defined as a period from Thanksgiving weekend thru end of April but is at the discretion of the Boat Facility Committee.

D.  PARKING

1. Parking on Riverdale Drive is not permitted except for loading and unloading gear from automobiles. No parking signs are posted and must be observed.

E.  GENERAL

1. Usage of boat toilet facilities (heads) at the piers or in Chase Creek is prohibited.

2. Dumping of foreign material (trash, etc.) from piers or boats is prohibited.

3. The electric facilities are available for use of small tools only.

4. Do not operate sanders, drills, saws or other noise-making tools before 9:00 AM and after 8:00 PM.

5. Work on boats is restricted to minor maintenance only.

6. Overnight sleeping on boats moored to the Chase Creek pier or platform is prohibited.

7. The community property at the boat basin will not be used for the storage of private property.

8. Bicycles, wagons, tricycles, go-carts, etc will not be brought on to the pier except for the specific purpose of loading or unloading boats.

9. Posted speed limits that have been placed by proper authority will be observed in Chase Creek.

10. Undue noise, such as loud and boisterous behavior or racing of motors at the pier is prohibited. Be considerate of your neighbors.

11. Children under 12 years of age not accompanied by an adult are not permitted on the piers.

F.  BOAT FACILITES USE FEES

1. Slip renter shall be declared delinquent if the boat fee has not been paid by April 1 of the current year.

2. The rate structure shall be submitted by the Executive Committee for approval by the general membership.

3. The approved use fee rates for slip rental will be distributed prior to March 15.


4. The boat facilities account shall be kept separate from the general account. All slips and boat assessments shall be credited to that account.  Monies for boat facilities improvement, maintenance, etc. shall be shown in the April general budget, together with some money from the boat account towards general improvement where jurisdiction or responsibility for general or boat facilities is not well defined. 

G.  ENFORCEMENT
1. Failure to comply with the regulations governing use of boat facilities without written justification by the Boating Facilities Committee shall be cause for reassignment.

2. In the case of any dispute between the Boat Facility Committee and any owner with regard to unjust acts or unfair treatment, in respect to the aforementioned rules, the owner may appeal the Boat Facility Committee’s decision to a Review Committee. The Review Committee will consist of the Executive Committee and will be chaired by the President and include the Boat Facilities Chairman as a non-voting member. A majority vote will prevail.

3. Changes to the above rules may be recommended by the Boat Facilities Committee and effected by a majority affirmative vote of the Association members at the community meeting.
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